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“For from the rising of the sun even to the going down of the same My Name SHALL BE GREAT  

AMONG THE NATIONS” 

TTThhheeerrriiisssmmmooosss   KKKaaaiiirrrooosss   MMMiiissssssiiiooonnn      
                “Only one life till soon past only what’s done in Christ will last And when I am  

dying how glad I shall be if the lamp of my life was been burned out for Thee”    
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose!” Jim Elliot 

   
 

PRESENT – MOBILIZE – EQUIP – ALERT – EXHORT – SUPPLY – IMPACT: TO EVANGELISE THE WORLD - TO EQUIP BELIEVERS 
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THE DISCIPLINED LIFE   (Continue…)              

 
Last month we began with a series on the disciplined life. We will now look at 7 areas in the Christian life that need to be 
disciplined. 
 
1. The Discipline of Time 
2. The Discipline of the Body 
3. The Discipline of Possessions 
4. The Discipline of the Mind 
5. The Discipline of Work 
6. The Discipline of Place 
7. The Discipline of Feelings 
 
Let us first look at: 
 

The Discipline of Time 
 
“But refuse profane and old wives' fables; Train yourself toward godliness, [keeping yourself spiritually fit]. For physical 
training is of some value (useful for a little), but godliness (spiritual training) is useful and of value in everything and in every 
way, for it holds promise for the present life and also for the life which is to come. This saying is reliable and worthy of 
complete acceptance by everybody. (1Ti 4:7-10 Amp) 
 
Paul is contrasting for young Timothy here something that should mark his life and ministry. “REFUSE profane 
and old wives stories and myths, do not give any time to such thin gs, but rather exercise thyself rather unto 
godliness” - Rather than attempt and waste time to understand those fables and listen to their stories. Do not occupy your 
time and attention with them, but rather cultivate devoutness, and seek to become more holy. This is a call to the discipline 
of our time! Rather than spending time in stories and idleness, rather spend your time in becoming godly in all manner of 
life!  
 
Our generation has forgotten how to walk; it knows only how to run and how to drive. Jesus never ran; He only walked. 
There were chariots, horses, and camels in His day but we didn’t read that He used them. It is recorded only once that He 
rode, and then on an animal which advances at an even slower pace than a human walk. We do well to save minutes, 
every minute is a jewel, but we often realize its value too late. We run to save minutes and squander what we have saved in 
unworthy activities, conversation and amusements. A cashier is answerable for every cent that has passed through his 
hands. A man who has lived only forty years will answer before God for twenty one million minutes. 
 
“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil...” Eph 5:15-
16   
“...Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil...” (Amp) 
 
We are exhorted by the Holy Spirit to “redeem the time” in the light of two distinct things we are to buy out, using every 
opportunity (time); buying them by giving up present enjoyment and our own pleasure. To redeem time is found in two 
places in the New Testament, both used by Paul in two letters to two churches. In Colossians it is used in connection with 
“those that are without” – that is the lost, the unsaved, they are outside of Christ, outside the covenant of God outside His 
grace, etc. Here to redeem the time or to use every opportunity and using time to do them eternal “good,” that is to make 
use of every opportunity to present them the gospel so that they can be saved! That is to go against and deny your own 
pleasures and enjoyment (buy out) and to employ time to reach out to them where they may be found so that they may be 
ministered to in order that they may come to the Truth and be saved.  
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Then in Ephesians it is used in connection not so much with the lost, but with the circumstances in which we find ourselves 
in. “redeem, because the days are evil...” Here we are exhorted that we must make the best use of every waking moment 
because of the very INFLUENCE that are around us through our circumstances and things that confronts us every single 
day! The word “evil” refers to here also refers to a “disease” that is going around! There is a degeneration in morals and true 
virtue and godliness and in the light of all these influences and disease and degeneration, Paul says we must “redeem” the 
time, make the best use of every opportunity and deny ourselves personal enjoyment and pleasures in order to withstand 
and work against this deadly infection and disease, so that it may not paralyze us and make us unfit or put us out of action 
for the will and work of the Lord! That means we must rather take time with things that edify and builds us and others up 
than waste or spend time watching television or going to movies or just “enjoying” ourselves in things that are only giving us 
pleasure and enjoyments and which satisfy our own selves! 
 
In both places where it is mentioned that we must redeem our time, one has to do with our own spiritual welfare and the 
other with that of others. In both we should take great heed in how we use and spend time, for it will certainly have a 
bearing on our own welfare and on the welfare of others! This is a serious matter! He who fails in the right and effective 
implementation of his time will fail in everything else! The implementation of our days all depends on how we spend our 
minutes. To redeem the time means to use up the opportunity, or to make the most of every opportunity. It means to better 
implore or use our time and seize every opportunity that befalls us. We should not look at time merely as minutes and 
hours, but as opportunities. 
 
For the Christian time is transfigured as we see it held in the love of God, created by and for Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 
the primacy over all created things and who existed before everything and holds everything together. We see the past as 
God's continuous action in man's history, giving him freedom to act, and the future as belonging also to Him and holding for 
us the hope of redemption. We are given the present within which to choose whom we will serve, knowing that this moment 
affects the next and we are accountable for it. 
 
THE ninetieth Psalm expresses the human sense of time and its awesome swiftness and seriousness yet looks with hope 
at the timelessness of God and the promise of future gladness. 
 
“Before the mountains were brought forth ... thou art God.... in thy sight a thousand years are as yesterday.... they are like a 
dream at daybreak our years die away like a murmur Seventy years is the span of our life, eighty if our strength holds; the 
hurrying years are labour and sorrow, so quickly they pass and are forgotten... Teach us to order our days rightly, that we 
may enter the gate of wisdom… Satisfy us with thy love when morning breaks, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our 
days. Repay us days of gladness for our days of suffering....” 
 
Moses once prayed a specific prayer to the Lord. He asked to be educated by the Lord concerning everyday living. 
Moses ask this prayer from the Lord. He was someone we could look at as one that humanly speaking has waste a lot of 
time. We find 3 x 40’s in the life of Moses the servant of the Lord. There were three 40 year seasons in the life of Moses. 
The first 40 years Moses spend in the house of Pharaoh, in Egypt. He was getting accustomed in the ways and all the 
wisdom of Egypt, which symbolizes the world. In this time Moses was a trained man and by political and worldly standards 
Moses was ready to deliver God’s people from the hands of her enemies and bring them out of bondage into the liberty of 
being servants of God. There can never be liberty without being placed at God’s disposal. Then something happened that 
ushered the next season of 40 years into the life of Moses. Moses by his own wisdom and zeal, although he knew that the 
Lord would deliver Israel through his hands, he acted presumptuously. This was something Moses did not understood and 
few of us today still did not learn in the way and work of the Lord. He presumed that the means he was using that that was 
the way to go, that the Lord was in it! Little did he understand that this is not the way to go. He spend his next 40years in the 
desert of Sin where he almost forgot everything he learned in Egypt and maybe even his calling that God has called him to 
deliver Israel out of the bondage of Pharaoh! It was after this time that the Lord came again on the Scene so to speak, It 
was here where God again became real and active in Moses’ life. He met him in a bush, a bush that spoke volumes to 
Moses, it was giving Moses a very specific message, and we can know for sure that whenever God come on the scene, 
when God again become “real” to us, there will be a message and a deeper lesson to receive! That burning bush was God 
preaching in actual picture to Moses and there God communicated His will and ways to His beloved servant! And at the end 
of 90 years Moses prayed to the Lord to “count” his days so that he may “apply” his heart to wisdom! That is to know and 
use and rightly implement every moment given to our life!  
 
Scripture exhorts us to certain things we must be and do and this indicates that we should take time and redeem (buy out 
time – exchange certain things with other things) to do the following things: 
 
Take Time (use every opportunity) to be Holy (1 Th 4:7) 
Take time (take opportunity) to pray (1 Petr 4:7) 
Take time (apply opportunity) to study (2 Tim 2:15) 
Take time (take account of every opportunity) to witness (Matt 28:19) 
Take time (utilize opportunity) to read (1 Tim 4:13) 
Take time (spend the opportunity) to listen (Is 55:1-5; Jam 1:19) 
Take time (develop opportunity) to exercise yourself unto godliness (1 Tim 4:7) 
Take time (engage the opportunity) to fellowship with others who call on the Lord out of a pure heart (Hebr 10:25) 
Take time DAILY (increase the opportunity) to exhort and build up fellow believers (Hebr 10:25; 3:121 Th 4:18) 
Take time (choose an opportunity) to teach (1 Tim 4:11) 
Take time (appoint opportunity) to understand the will of God (Eph 5:16-17) 
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There is yet another element of our time and its discipline that one need carefully heed. We must become aware and that 
far more than we really are about our time and things that rob us and let us not come to what we must and do what we 
should. If I would ask you to carry for me something, the presupposition should be that your own hands should be empty. I 
cannot carry something else if my hands are not empty itself. If my hands are not empty I will not be able to carry something 
else. Herein is a principle for us. 
 
There are certain things that will rob us of our time and strength. For us to live a disciplined life, we need to carefully 
consider the following things: 
 
1. The will of the flesh. 
 
“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath 
suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, 
but to the will of God. For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in 
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries...” 1Pe 4:1-3   
 
The flesh with its passions and lusts will always draw us away in order to fulfill its desires. The flesh with all its desires will 
occupy all of your time if you would heed its call and give in to its lusts and requests. For anyone to succeed in the 
discipline of his time, the flesh needs to be dealt with harshly. Peter subscribes the severity here in verse one when he said 
that we should “ARM OURSELVES with a certain mind, and that not to fulfill the desires of our fleshly nature but rather to 
SUFFER IN THE FLESH. This is what is also prescribed in Romans 8, “to put to death the deeds of the body” in order to 
“live” for God, for no one will be able to live for God and consecrate his time to God if the flesh is not dealt with severely. 
The Cross of Christ is therefore CENTRAL  to a disciplined life. Those who belong to Christ should “suffer in the flesh.” They 
must crucify – that is bring the flesh with its lusts and enthusiasm over into death. Self-will, self-gratification must all be 
handed over to death by the conscious consent daily of the believer wherein the flesh are put to death and through which 
the physical body of the believer will suffer because of this! Peter does not talk here about something mystical when he 
refers to this matter of discipline of our time to the will of God, he makes it plain that he is refereeing to bodily suffering, not 
to have everything you want, not to use your time as your lower nature want, but to let your flesh and body suffer – “as 
Christ suffered for us in the flesh”! The suffering of Christ in the flesh brings for us the pathway through which we also may 
consecrate to God our time and bodies, so that “we may no longer live “THE REST OF OUR TIME IN THE FLESH … BUT 
TO THE WILL OF GOD!” 
 
2. The will of man. 
 
Although many may live consecrated life’s there still are a great pitfall in the pathway of a discipline of the believer’s time. 
This are many times overlooked by many who think they are pleasing God by pleasing men.  
 
“For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's 
servant. Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.” 1Co 7:22-23   
 
One of the most crucial factors in determining a disciplined life is the will of man and the control  others have on us! Many 
believers would not even consider the possibility that men can steal away their time and make them servants to the lusts 
and desires of others (like worthless talking for hours!). While they may not fulfill the lusts and desires of their own fleshly 
nature they may fulfill the lusts and flesh of others!!! This is tragic. We may be servants of men and not of Christ. Being a 
servant of Christ does not mean that we must do everything others ask of us to do. There is an aspect or element of control 
here. Many do not discern what it truly means to be a servant of Christ. To serve Christ is not to merely do what others asks 
of us, because if we do that we are not servants of Christ’s (then we are not controlled by Christ but by men) but servants of 
man. To be a servant of Christ is to do what Christ asks of us and not man. Do we serve man because “we try to win as 
many as possible” or are we serving Christ by doing what He wants and not what man wants! We should never come under 
the control of any man or thing, except by Christ and His Word. Thousands is busy today with a “social gospel.” They serve 
the needs of man. In the process they think they are serving the Lord. But this is far from the truth. We need to clearly divide 
this line of being servants of Christ and servants of men. Many times we try to “help” others to move them to Christ, but 
what moved us? Was it Christ or our own feeling or those of others? 
 
People, Christians or unsaved, can put a great strain on our time. They can “wear us out!” We need to recognize that we 
are the Lord’s and not man’s. Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth not to be “servants of men,” not to fulfill the lusts and 
desires of others! Many seek for possessions, power, riches, and in their pursuit they bring us under their yoke and weights. 
We do it for “love” or for “money” or for whatever reason, but what we actually are doing is fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, not 
so much of us but of them, it nonetheless is still the same fulfillment that is brought about!  
 
“...That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God...” 
 
Peter said we ought no longer to live our time to fulfill the “lusts of men!” This will help us discern, this is a key for us. When 
we “help” others, with what are we helping them? Do we help them fulfill their fleshly lusts (possessions, money, ease, 
materialism, etc)? DO we SERVE their lusts? If God will suffer us to help them, we must help them, that is as far as it 
should go! Many times we are drawn into situations that let us (even though we wanted to “win” or helped some) become 
servants of man, where the WILL OF MAN AND THAT OF THE FLESH is being FULFILLED RATHER THAN THE WILL OF 
GOD!!! From here comes deceit and crooked deals, if only we would separate ourselves from this, and be true servants of 
God in Christ!  
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There is a great need in our life to learn what it really means to serve the Lord and how we ought to serve man. This is 
crucial in becoming disciplined in every area of our life. We must take great heed and caution not to become servants of 
man, for then we will not be true servants of Christ! Paul made the statement: “we are bought with a price” – that we are not 
man’s to use but we belong to Christ alone for use! Let no one use you to fulfill their desires and will, but be used by the 
Lord to fulfill His desire and will. Herein is a great difference! In order to become disciplined in every area of our life, we 
need to become true servants of God and not of the flesh or the will of man (Please read Rom 6:12-22 – to be a servant of 
God we must be made free from sin...). When we are servants of the Lord, God’s will are always being fulfilled!  
 
It is wonderfully stabilizing and quieting to recall some of the ways in which God's timing is seen in the great Bible stories. 
Events the world would dismiss as mere coincidence turn out to have been synchronized with utmost precision by the Ruler 
of time.  
 

- When Abraham's servant went to find a wife for Isaac, he made the camels kneel by the well outside the city and 
was praying for guidance to the right girl. Before he finished praying, there she was. 

 
- When Ruth went to glean in the fields behind the reapers, it "happened" that she was in the strip that belonged to 

Boaz, and she appeared there just as he came out from Bethlehem. He became her "kinsman-redeemer." 
 

- The boy David, sent with provisions for his brothers who were soldiers, arrived at the encampment as the Philistine 
host was shouting the war cry. David ran to the ranks and was just in time to hear the giant of Gath, Goliath, 
thunder his challenge: "Here and now I defy the ranks of Israel. Give me a man... and we will fight it out." And 
David though only a youth, "ruddy and comely," defied him in the name of the Lord of Hosts and sank a stone from 
his slingshot into Goliath's forehead. 

 
- One verse in the second book of Kings tells of a strange and amazing stroke of "luck": "Year by year Moabite 

raiders used to invade the land. Once some men were burying a dead man when they caught sight of the raiders. 
They threw the body into the grave of Elisha and made off; when the body touched the prophet's bones, the man 
came to life and rose to his feet." 

 
- When Jesus told Peter and John to go and prepare the Passover, they were to find the house where He wanted to 

celebrate it by following a man carrying a water jar, whom they would meet as they entered the city. They found it 
exactly as He had said. 

 
- Philip's meeting with the Ethiopian minister of the treasury was arranged by the angel of the Lord, who got to Philip 

in time to send him to the Jerusalem-Gaza road in time to connect with a certain chariot in which a man happened 
to be reading a certain passage in a certain book that Philip happened to be able to explain to him. The man 
became a believer. 

 
"My times are in thy hand ..." must become a conscious part of our very life. When the Lord left us in some “agony” of 
waiting over some decision or circumstance, these words must put us at rest. His timing is always perfect, though it seldom 
seems so to us. But if our times are not in the Lord’s hands but in our own or in this world’s malefactors, we always lose 
God’s timing. 
 
"Wait for the Lord; be strong, take courage, and wait for the Lord" is the word we need many times. 
 
“After an evening meeting in which I had spoken about the timing aspect of the guidance of God, a woman said to me, "I 
know exactly what you mean. It's been my experience, too. When I had offered myself for missionary service, I expected 
God would show me at once where He wanted me. He didn't. I waited and prayed, and prayed and waited, desperate to 
know. Why didn't He tell me? Why must I wait? I had been trained as a dietician, but could not imagine that that would be of 
much use on the mission field. It was eighteen months after I had volunteered, eighteen months of importunate praying, 
when a missionary came to the Bible school to speak. At the very end of her talk, she said, 'And we ask your prayers that 
the Lord will send us a dietician for India.' Straightaway the Lord said, 'that’s you, Gwen. Off you go!' and in six months I 
was in India!" 
 
"My times are in thy hands." This was true of David and of Phillip and many others, but is it true of all? I do not think so if I 
look at Scripture’s exhortation to redeem the time and make use of every opportunity that opportunity may not be lost! Quite 
often they seem to be in other people's hands. When I wish for solitude and no interruptions, the phone rings, people come, 
mail arrives that demands immediate action. Do I imagine that the interruptions come as a surprise to the Lord? Are they 
not, just as much as the planned things, a part of the pattern of things that work together for good – that is FOR THOSE 
WHO LOVE GOD (whose life revolves around the Lord and His will)? 
 
Lord, when there are interruptions, it seems that the disposal of the time I had planned so well has slipped out of my hands. 
Help me then to remember that it has not slipped out of Yours. In Your hands, these unexpected things will be fashioned 
into an unexpectedly beautiful design." 
The sum of our job here on earth is to glorify God. This was the sum of Jesus' task as well. How did He do it? Shortly before 
He was crucified He said to His Father, "I have glorified thee on earth by completing the work which thou gave me to do…” 
 
There were endless demands on Jesus' time. People pressed on Him with their needs so that He and His disciples had not 
leisure even to eat, and He would go away into the hills to pray and be alone. At times the disciples came to Him with 
reproach because He was not available when needed. There must have been, everywhere He went, those who wanted to 
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be healed who could not get to Him because of the crowds, or who learned too late that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, 
or who had no one to carry them to Him or to send to ask Him to come to them. How many "if only's" He must have left 
behind, how much more that He "could have" done. There must have been things, also, that Jesus Himself would have liked 
to do during those three packed years of His public ministry, but He was a man, with a man's limitations of time and space. 
Yet He took time to rest, withdrawing to the hills to pray alone and sometimes taking His disciples to lonely places where 
they were free of the crowds, Still He was able to make that amazing claim, "I have finished the work You gave me to do."  
 
This was not the same as saying He had finished everything He could possibly think of to do or that He had done everything 
others had asked. He made no claim to have done what He wanted to do. The claim was that he had done what had been 
given.  
 
This is an important clue for us. The work of God is appointed. What was given to the Son to do was the will of the Father. 
What is given to us to do is also His will. 
 
There is always enough time to do the will of God. For that we can never say, "I don't have time." When we find 
ourselves anxious and frustrated, harried and harassed and "hassled," it is a sign that we are running on our own schedule, 
not on God's. Our “lists” and plans must be reviewed daily with the Lord, asking Him to delete whatever is not on His list for 
us, so that before we go to bed it will be possible to say, "I have finished the work You gave me to do."  
 
"My burden is light," Jesus said. It is the addition of burdens God never meant us to carry that weig hs us down . There 
is an old saying I have heard once: “Learn to say No; it  will be of more use to you than to be able to read Latin!” Learn to 
say no!  Many busy Christians find they must schedule "free" time—time to be quiet, to read books, to be with family. If they 
don't do this, the time is easily filled with the demands others make. There is nothing dishonest about telling someone, "I'm 
sorry. That evening is not open." If it has been set aside for quietness or for family, it is not open to other activities. 

  
"My times," should be in God's hands, It is not easy to know what consume our time and with what we should engage our 
minutes and hours.  The secret of placing our times in God’s hands is called dedication and much prayer in the closet! We 
are to be cast on the Lord, who sees the end from the beginning, and we can only trust Him to guide us in our replies and 
be in deep dependence on Him to guide our every step. In such a position God can guide our steps and order our times.  
 
Frustration is not the will of God. Of that we can be quite certain. There is time to do anything and everything that God 
wants us to do. Obedience fits smoothly into His given framework. One thing that most certainly will not fit into it is worry. 
Worry doesn’t help us a little bit, it only rob us of our strength to cope (to “stand”) and effectively use our time. 
 
Here are six reasons why we need to deal with worry as a severe enemy: 
 
1. Worry is totally fruitless . Have you ever succeeded in adding an inch where you wanted it, or subtracting where you 
didn't want it, merely by being anxious? II you can't accomplish that by worrying, what can you accomplish? 
2. Worry is worse than fruitless: it is disobedience.  Note these commands: 

Fret not 
Fear not 
Let not your hearts be troubled 
Be not dismayed 
Be of good cheer 

3. Worry is taking the not-given —for example, tomorrow, and use it today! It is to run ahead of things! Tomorrow is not 
ours to worry about. We are allowed to plan for tomorrow, but we are not allowed to worry about it. Today's troubles are 
enough of a burden. Jesus knew exactly what He was talking about when He said that. 
4. Worry is refusing the given . Today's care, not tomorrow's, is the responsibility given to us, apportioned in the wisdom 
of God. Often we neglect the thing assigned for the moment because we are preoccupied with something that is not our 
business just now. How easy it is to give only half our attention to someone who needs us—friend, husband, or little child—
because the other half is focused on a future worry. 
5. Worry is the antithesis (direct opposite) of trust.  You simply cannot do both. They are mutually exclusive. 
6. Worry is a wicked squandering of time (as well as energy). It is to take time to what accomplish nothing and spend it 
as if it will avail to something. In the end it slay us of our time and strength in the Lord which is where our joy is coming 
from. 
 
Direct your time and energy into worry, and you will be deficient in things like singing with grace in your heart, praying with 
thanksgiving, listening to a child's account of his school day, inviting a lonely person to supper, sitting down to talk 
unhurriedly with wife or husband, writing a note to someone who needs it, or be an effective listener in order to bring men to 
Christ. 
 
People wish they had more leisure time. The problem is not too little of it, but too much of it poorly spent. The Sunday 
papers, nearly all magazines, and nearly all television programs are an unconscionable waste of time. 
 
Jesus calls us, "Come to me, all whose work is hard, whose load is heavy; and I will give you relief. Bend your necks to my 
yoke, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble-hearted. ..." 
 
How shall we come to Him? In faith first, for our salvation. No step can precede that one. But the one who has put his trust 
in the Lord must continue to come on a daily basis to learn from Him how to be gentle and humble hearted. Time 
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management, a highly developed science today, begins for the Chris tian with time set aside for God. Other things 
cannot fall into a peaceful order if this is omitted. 
 
The life of Daniel illustrates the discipline of time. He had a regular schedule for prayer. King Darius issued an ordinance 
that anyone who in the next thirty days offered a petition to any god or man other than himself would be thrown into a lions' 
pit. We can imagine Daniel's perplexity. Should he alter his prayer time? Reduce the frequency? Eliminate prayer alto-
gether? Choose a less conspicuous place? A casual posture? 
His enemies were looking for a way to catch him, and of course they had no trouble finding it. 
 
"When Daniel learnt that this decree had been issued, he went into his house. He had had windows made in his roof-
chamber looking towards Jerusalem; and there he knelt down three times a day and offered prayers and praises to his God 
as his custom had always been." 
 
He was an easy target, but saving his skin was not nearly important to him as serving his God. Prayer was indispensable to 
that, so he was willing to let himself be caught. He thought it too much to neglect this special time daily he spend with the 
Lord. It is the most important time of any day! 
 
Let me give you just a few words about the most important time of the day: that spent alone with the Lord. 
 
1. Let it be a regular time.  At least five days a week have a special time for prayer as well as solitude and silence.  If 
you have never done it before, start with ten minutes. You will be surprised how quickly this goes, and you will soon need to 
plan for more. 
2. Have a special place.  Anywhere where you can be alone, even if it has to be a closet, bathroom, or the car in the 
garage. 
3. Let your prayer include  worship, thanksgiving, confession of sin, petition (including one asking God to speak to you 
during your quiet time), and intercession (prayers for others). Lists of names of people to pray for are a great help for most 
of us. When people ask me especially to pray for them, I need to write down the names so I won't forget. 
4. Keep a spiritual journal , noting lessons learned, Scriptures applied to a particular need, prayers answered. This is a 
great encouragement to faith. 
5. Read a portion of the Bible in some ordered sequence . Three chapters per day and five on Sundays will take you 
through the whole Bible in a year. Some people like to read two chapters of the Old Testament and one in the New each 
day. Read from both Psalms and Proverbs daily, along with whatever other portion of the Bible you are in. It helps you to 
keep the Scriptures in its just perspective. 
 
The best time for most people is early morning—not because most of us love jumping out of bed, but because it is the only 
time of day when we can be fairly sure of not being interrupted and because it is best to commune with God before you 
commune with people. Your attitude, toward them will arise out of your life in Him.  
 
Offering to God the first hour of the day is one of the tokens of consecration of all of our time. 
 

 
 

Bible-Marking 
from Golden Counsels by D. L. Moody 
 
An old writer said that some books are to be tasted, some to be swallowed, some to be chewed and digested. The Bible is 
one that you can never finish with. It is like a bottomless well; you can always find fresh truth gushing forth from its pages. 
"No Scripture," said Spurgeon, "is exhausted by a single explanation. The flowers of God's garden bloom not only double, 
but sevenfold; they are continually pouring forth fresh fragrance." Hence the great fascination of constant and earnest Bible 
study. I thank God there is a height in the Book that I have never been able to reach, a depth that I have never been able to 
fathom. 
Hence also the necessity of marking your Bible. Unless you have an uncommon memory, you cannot retain the good things 
you hear. If you trust to your ear alone, they will escape you in a day or two; but, if you mark your Bible, and enlist the aid of 
your eye, you will never lose them. The same applies to things you read. 
Every one ought to study the Bible with two ends in view,— his own growth in knowledge and grace, and passing it on to 
others. We ought to have four ears,— two for ourselves, and two for other people. My Bible is worth a good deal to me 
because I have so many passages marked that, if I am called upon to speak at any time, I am ready. We ought to be 
prepared to pass around heavenly thoughts and truths, just as we do the coin of the realm. 
Bible-marking should be made the servant of memory; a few words will recall a whole sermon. It sharpens the memory, 
instead of blunting it, if properly done, because it gives prominence to certain things that catch the eye, which by constant 
reading you get to learn by heart. It helps you to locate texts. It saves preachers and class-leaders the trouble of writing out 
notes of their addresses. Once in the margin, always ready. 
There is a danger, however, of overdoing a system of marking, and of making your marks more prominent than the 
Scripture itself. If the system is complicated it becomes a burden, and you are liable to get confused. It is easier to 
remember the texts than the meaning of your marks. 
The simplest way to mark is to underline the words, or to make a stroke alongside the verse. Another good way is to go 
over the printed letters with your pen, and make them thicker. The word will standout like heavier type. [For example], mark 
"only" in Psalm 62 in this way. 
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When any word or phrase is often repeated in a book or chapter, put consecutive numbers in the margin over against each 
text. Thus, "the fear of the LORD" in Prov. 1:7, 29, and so on. Number the ten plagues in this way. In the second chapter of 
Habakkuk are five "woes" against five common sins. 
When there is a succession of promises or charges in a verse, it is better to write the numbers small at the beginning of 
each promise. Thus, there is a sevenfold promise to Abraham in Gen. 12:2-3, "1I will make of thee a great nation, 2and I will 
bless thee, 3and make thy name great, 4and thou shalt be a blessing, 5and I will bless them that bless thee, 6and curse him 
that curseth thee, 7and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed." In Prov. 1:22, we have 1simple ones, 2scorners, 
3fools. 
Put a cross in the margin against things not generally observed. For example, the law regarding women's wearing men's 
clothes, and regarding bird's-nesting, in Deut. 22:5-6; the sleep of the poor man and of the rich man compared, Eccl. 5:12. 
On blank pages at the beginning and end of your Bible, jot down texts to answer the various kinds of difficulties that you 
meet in talking to people in the inquiry-room: "can't hold out," "too great a sinner," "fear persecution," etc. Also on these 
blank pages write short Bible readings and outlines of sermons. 
 
In addition to the examples already given, I find it helpful to mark,-- 
1. Scripture references. Opposite Gen. 1:1 write, "Through faith. Heb. 11:3," because there we read, "Through faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God." Opposite Gen. 28:2 write, "An answer to prayer, Gen. 35:3." 
Opposite Matt. 6:33 write, "1 Kings 17:3" and "Luke 10:42," which give illustrations of seeking the kingdom of God first. 
Opposite Gen. 37:7 write, "Gen. 50:18," which gives the fulfillment of the dream. You can connect the prophets with the 
historical books, the epistles with the Acts, in this way. 
 
2. Notes to recall a sermon, story, or hymn. Against Ps. 119:59,60, I have written, "The prodigal son's epitaph." This recalls 
John McNeill's sermon on those texts. 
 
3. Railway connections; that is, connections made by fine lines running across the page. In Dan. 6, connect "will deliver" 
(v.16), "able to deliver" (v.20), and "hath delivered" (v.27). In Ps. 66, connect "Come and see" (v.5) with "come and hear" 
(v.16). 
 
4. At the beginning of every book, a short summary of its contents, something like the summary given in some Bibles at the 
head of chapters. 
 
5. Key-words for books and chapters. Genesis is the book of beginnings; Exodus, of redemption. The key-word of the first 
chapter of John is "receiving"; second chapter, "obedience"; and so on. 
 
6. Any text that marks a religious crisis in life. I heard Mr. Meyer preach on 1 Cor. 1:9, and he asked his hearers to write in 
their Bibles that they were that day "called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord."  
 
Do not buy a Bible that you are unwilling to mark and use. An interleaved Bible gives the most room for notes and 
suggestions. 
Be precise and concise in your marking; for instance, Neh. 13:18, "A warning from history." 
Never mark anything because you saw it in the Bible of someone else. If it does not come home to you, if you do not 
understand it, do not put it down. 
Never pass a nugget without trying to grasp it. Then mark it down. 
 
 
SEE ALSO “HELPS TO TOPICAL BIBLE STUDY”.  (pdf file) 
 
  

 

You May have a Native Preacher Substitute! 

 

We have fieldworkers that need support so that they may reach their generation for Christ. They 
need very basic support and for R100.00/$15.00 monthly (from 10-20 people for each worker) 
you can help them to be effective in the work the Lord has called them! 

We still need support for the following fieldworkers: 

Ametepey Emmanuel (Ghana) 
Lazarus Mokone (South Africa) 
Walter Motelene (South Africa) 

Esau Masala (Botswana) 
Blessing Ebobra Agbomu (Nigeria) 
 

Become involve in their ministry by praying, supporting and supplying so that they may be 
effective in the harvest fields of Africa!   
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Please let us know of your commitment to support these fieldworkers. Partner with them to reach 

their generation for Christ. Whatever means you have, share it, so that these men may fulfill the 
call God has called them to. If it is possible for you to support on a regular basis then please use 
a debit order to support these workers so that they may be established in their areas of service! 
(please request for a debit order) 

If you wish to support these fieldworkers but cannot do so on a regular basis, you are welcome 
to support them as you are able. Please see our banking details at the left side bar. Use 
“fieldworkers” as your reference when making your contributions so that it may go to the 

designated field! 

(We thank the Lord for those who have become involved in sending out and supporting fieldworkers!)  

Send someone today!  

 

News from the HarvestNews from the HarvestNews from the HarvestNews from the Harvest    
What a time we had throughout December 2009! We were involved in various outreaches and 

ministries. Thanks’ for all those who have labored with us in prayers and supplications. We are 
still planning 2010 with all the different challenges that is presented to us. We seek the Lord's 
heart and wisdom for our various ministries and fields. Please pray with us for the following 
ministries that we are involved in: 

 

”INTO AFRICA” PROJECT:  
 

We are currently on the go with candidates that may get involved in their own work sphere in 

Africa as fieldworkers! These men are from various Africa countries. Please pray with us that the 
Lord will guide us and equip and establish more fieldworkers into Africa to confirm the gospel 
among the people of Africa! 

 
Pray for Blessing Agbomu (Nigeria), Ametepey Emmanuel (Ghana) who are currently preparing 
for the fields. Pray also for the part time time fieldworkers, B Njokwe, A Magaha, etc which are 
involved in open air services and door to door evangelism. Pray also for L Mokone who work as a 

fieldworker in South Africa and E Masala who are actively involve in Botswana. 
 
Pray that the Lord will purge and sanctify and equip these men as instruments of honour in the 

Lord’s hands. Pray also that the Lord will raise men up to support them to enable them to 
effectively reach their generation for Christ.  
 

We are also seeking to raise prayer support for this project, please let us know if the Lord do lay 
this on your heart to pray for this work. 
 

Open Air services 
 
We are still busy with open air services in villages in Maubane, Pienaars River, Carousel and its 
surrounding areas. The fields are truly plenty. Pray for open hearts, open fields and fieldworkers 
in more and other villages in South Africa to go fearlessly into the fields and proclaim Jesus as 

Lord with only their Bibles in their hands filled with the Spirit of Christ and cry out: “thus sayeth 
the Lord!” Pray for the salvation of sinners and the establishment of God’s kingdom on many 
hearts!  
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Pray for more open air preachers to reach many more villages! 

Tent Meetings 
 
Please pray for this ministry that is most effective in laying good solid foundations! Pray for open 
doors and the equipment to establish more tents in the fields! Pray also for the planning of the 
new year with our outreaches into new fields! 
 

Correspondence Course in Evangelism 
  

Please pray for everyone that is enrolled in the CCE course. There are presently over 150 people 
that have enrolled into the course! Pray that the Lord will equip them with a real and living 

knowledge of Himself so that they may become effective in reaching the lost for Christ.  

“Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a 
workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly 
handling and skilfully teaching] the Word of Truth.” 2Timothy 2:15 Amp 

 
“If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be 
slain; If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider 

it? And he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man 
according to his works?” Proverbs 24:11-12   
  

Click here for more information and registration! 

 
We pray that you may come to know the full blessing of the Gospel. 
TKMission team. 
 

Present – Mobilize – Equip – Alert – Exhort – Supply – Impact 
To Evangelise the World/To Equip Believers 

 
Become involve in the harvest by: going, praying, sending, supporting! 


