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“For from the rising of the sun even to the going down of the same My Name SHALL BE 
GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS” 

Therismos Kairos Mission  
“Only one life till soon past only what’s done in Christ will last”    

“He  is no fool who give s what he  cann ot ke e p, to gai n what he  canno t lose !” J im Ell iot  

PRESENT – MOBILIZE – EQUIP – ALERT – EXHORT – SUPPLY – IMPACT:  

TO EVANGELISE THE WORLD -  TO EQUIP BELIEVERS 
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THE MISSIONARY CALL                                        
By J. Oswald Sanders 

 

"As my Father hath sent me. even so send I you" (John 20:21) 

 

OUR lives are our own to spend, but we spend them only once. How important then, that 

we invest them wisely. Shall it be in the professional or business world? In the home 

ministry or the mission field? There are so many conflicting voices and such differing 
views on the subject of a missionary call that a decision is by no means easy to arrive at. 

But it is certainly possible to know the will of God. 

The first essential in ascertaining this is the conviction that God does and will guide the 

sincere seeker.  

 

"I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shall go: I will guide thee with 

mine eye" (Psa. 32:8).  
 

With this promise beneath our feet we can confidently expect Him to unfold His perfect 

plan as we honestly seek to know it. Attitude of heart has an important bearing on the 

reception of guidance. If the object of our inquiry is to find the -will of God in order to 

decide whether to do it or not, we may as well abandon our search. God does not 

respond to such an attitude. But to the person who says, "Lord, only reveal Thy will to me 

and I will do it", there will be a certain answer. 
 

Basis of Call 
A call to Christian work overseas has its basis in the command of the risen Lord which has 
come to be known as "The Great Commission". It is contained in a series of injunctions 

uttered between His resurrection and the day of His ascension and recorded in the first 

five books of the New Testament. In them. He lays on His disciples of all generations the 

responsibility of evangelizing the peoples of their own generation.  
 

The terms are clear and unequivocal: 

 There are no geographical limitations, for they are to go into all the world.  

 There is to be no racial discrimination, for their message is to all nations.  

 There is to be no class privilege, for every creature must hear the emancipating news. 
 

In Christ there is to be no privilege of race or sex or class or culture.  

� In Matthew 28:18-20 the risen Lord commands them, relying on His almighty power, to 
make disciples of all nations and promises His presence until "the consummation of the 

age" (ASV).  

� In Mark 16:15 He individualizes the commission, commanding them to go "into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature".  

� In Luke 24:47-49 He enforces the necessity of repentance and remission of sins being 

preached among all nations from Jerusalem as a starting point, but He specified that they 
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were not to embark on their journey until they had been "endued with power from on 

high".  

� In John 20:21 He gives His commission in personal terms, lifting it to the level of His own 

commission: "As my Father hath sent me. even so send I you".  
� The record in Acts 1:8 directs their thoughts away from national aggrandizement to the 

necessity of worldwide witness in the power of the Spirit.  

These five injunctions constitute the basis of a missionary call. 

 

It is to be noted that our Lord was not giving advice but as sovereign Master He was 

issuing commands to His disciples. We may therefore assume that since He 

commanded this world-wide witness it is possible of achievement. If He is concerned with 
evangelism on a scale grand enough to reach every creature He must have called 

sufficient in every generation to achieve the task—but many surely have failed to 

respond. 

 

Feeling or Hearing? 
It is often said, "I do not feel a call to the mission field". But is a call felt or heard? Did 

Samuel hear the Lord's call or did he feel it when he responded: "Speak, Lord: for thy 

servant heareth"? Did Isaiah hear or feel the voice of the Lord saying: "Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us?" Did Paul hear or feel the call of the man of Macedonia: 

"Come over and help us”? Surely when we hear the Lord's call: "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature", it is a matter of obedience, not of feeling. The 

command is plain, however we feel about it. But when we hear and respond, we will 

soon experience a deepening feeling of concern, though the feeling is not the 

call. Feelings spring from the information of the mind and the attitude of the heart and 

our lack of feeling may perhaps be attributed to an uninformed mind, an 

unsurrendered will or a heart cold toward Christ. 

To hear the general call of God to all His disciples to engage in world-wide witness is the 
first element in a call to a special sphere of service. We need no call other than the 

above Scriptures to lead us to recognize the general obligation resting on all 

believers. If we see a man drowning and we ourselves can swim, we do not need a 

special direction to make us go to his rescue. An inescapable obligation rests on us. 

and if we disregard it, we are guilty of the man's blood. 

 

Method of Call 
God's call does not come by any stereotyped method; it will vary with the individual. For 

this reason, while we can benefit from the experience of others, we should not expect to 

duplicate their guidance. There is infinite variety in all God's dealings with His children 
and He will adopt the method best suited to our own particular case. 

For example, Philip was directed to work in Samaria because of fierce persecution. He 

was later led into the desert by an angel. Then he was directed by the Holy Spirit to join 

the Ethiopian treasurer in his chariot. 

Paul was restrained by the Spirit from entering one field and constrained by the same 

Spirit to enter another. He experienced an inward "stop" in his spirit, and later an equally 

clear "release". But the final step which led to his missionary work in Rome was 
apparently not the result of any special revelation, but a combination of the exercise of 

his spiritual judgment and the inner witness of the Holy Spirit.  

 

God's method is variety, not uniformity. 

His guidance will not be mechanical. 

The "lucky dip" method of handling Scripture which is sometimes adopted is not worthy 
of the God who created us rational beings. He speaks to our spirits by His Spirit, and very 

frequently through His Word. Jesus said. "His own sheep know ... his voice". When God 

speaks to us, we will know that He is speaking. Dr. K. D. Moynagh testified: "I have 

found that the voice of God has not been heard in the thunder— not in some sensational 
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call from heaven; or in the earthquake—some extraordinary experience or upheaval in 

the circumstances of my life. It has been in a still small voice—a voice of quiet stillness. 

God beckons us to come near to Him and then He speaks by the quiet unruffled inner 

stillness of His peace. This is the umpire in our decisions."  
 

"Faith accepts quiet guidance. Only unbelief demands a miracle." 

 

What could be more reassuring than this promise of personal guidance from the Lord in 

time of crisis? "Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying. This is the way, walk ye 

in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left" (Isa. 30:21). God's 

method is distinctly personal. 
Nor will His method be visionary. God deals with us in broad daylight. He can and 

occasionally does use a dream or vision as one factor in the indication of His will, but 

dreams or visions do not exempt us from the use of reason. It is worthy of note that even 

in Old Testament times a dream was repeated in different forms before it was accepted 

as a guide (Gen. 37:7-9:41:3-7). 

 
In the case of the vision which came to Paul (Acts 16:9), it should be noticed that he had 

already completed one term of service and had already embarked on his second term. 

The vision constituted only one element in his guidance and was carefully safeguarded. 

At the time it came to him he had already responded to the general obligation to 

take the Gospel to the unreached and was seeking the exact sphere of service. 

He was thus moving in line with the Word of God. When he experienced a restraint 

in his spirit, he immediately abandoned his own plans—God's set time for Asia and 
Bithynia had riot yet arrived. He then stopped at Troas to wait for God to reveal the next 

step, and it was there he saw the vision. It is of passing interest to inquire how he knew 

it was a man of Macedonia, since they wore no distinctive dress. Is it unreasonable to 

suppose that Luke, himself a man from Macedonia, had been urging on Paul the pressing 

needs of his own land, and that he was the man of the vision ? 

Next Paul consulted his companions to check his own judgment in the matter. Then 

having weighed up the various factors involved he came to his decision, "assuredly 
gathering" or "confidently inferring" that God had called them to preach the Gospel in 

Macedonia.  

 

The leading of his vision was thus:  

� in line with the Word of God,  

� witnessed to by the Holy Spirit, for there was now no restraint on his spirit, confirmed by 

his companions and  
� approved by his own judgment.  

 

Having arrived at his conclusion, even a hostile reception and a lacerated back did not 

shake this assurance. 

 

God's method of call will always be reasonable.  
 

John Wesley said: "God generally guides me by presenting reasons to my mind for 

acting in a certain way".  

 

In other words. God generally guided him by the exercise of his sanctified judgment. It is 

true God sometimes gives extraordinary and spectacular guidance, but this is not the call, 

or even a necessary part of the call. Indeed, in most cases, such extraordinary 
confirmations usually come after the decision has been made and a step of faith taken, as 

in the case of Paul we have considered. 

 

Home or Overseas? 
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What are the relative claims of service at home or overseas? Cannot the Great 

Commission be fulfilled in either context? Indeed it can and service overseas is not a 

higher form than service at home, if it is the will of God. To find the will of God is the 

important thing. In considering this aspect, there are certain eliminating factors which 
may constitute guidance: 

 

 Consistently poor health, nervous disorders, the necessity to diet, a tendency to acute 
headaches or eyestrain or hereditary mental trouble would be an indication that in all 

probability the sphere of service would be in the homeland. If these conditions were 

present, it would be wise before proceeding further to get the opinion of a competent 

specialist. 

 

 Then there are temperamental conditions which would tend to disqualify for service 
overseas—an extremely hypersensitive or very highly strung nature, a tendency to 

melancholy or morbidity, an inseparable-chum complex, an inability to work with 

others, a nature which must manage everything and everybody. 

 

 If we are not spiritually fruitful in our present sphere of service, there is little point in 

our going overseas to be spiritually ineffective. The mere fact of engaging in full-time 

service overseas will not make us spiritually fruitful—the change is only geographical, not 

spiritual. We should earnestly seek God's face and comply with His conditions for fruitful 
service before contemplating overseas service. 

 

It is often helpful to know the experience of godly and successful men who have met the 

same problem as faces us. and three quotations on the relative claims of the homeland 

and the foreign field follow: 

 

 lan Keith Falconer, of Arabia, expressed his conviction in these words: 
While vast continents still lie shrouded in almost utter darkness and hundreds of millions 
suffer the horrors of heathenism and Islam, the burden of proof rests on you to show that 

the circumstances in which God has placed you were meant to keep you out of the 

foreign mission field. 

 

 Reviewing his call to Mongolia, James Gilmour wrote: 
To me the question was not "Why go ?" Even on the low ground of common sense I 

seemed called to be a missionary. For is the kingdom not a harvest field ? Then I thought 
it only reasonable to seek work where the work was most abundant and the workers 

fewest. Laborers say they are overtaxed at home: what must be the case abroad, where 

there are wide-spreading plains already white to harvest with scarcely here and there a 

solitary reaper? My going forward is a matter of obedience to a plain command, and 

instead of seeking to assign a reason for going abroad. I would prefer to say I have failed 

to discover any reason why I should stay at home. 

In more recent times Bishop Stephen Neill on returning to India for the third time said: 
I place on record my conviction that the needs of the mission field are always far greater 

than the needs of the church at home, that no human qualifications, however high, 

render a man or woman more than adequate for missionary work, that there is no other 

career which affords such scope for enterprise and creative work, and that in comparison 

with the slight sacrifice demanded, the reward is great beyond all measure. 

There appears to be no Scriptural reason why we should expect a clearer call to service 

overseas than to service at home since the difference is only one of geography. We need 
no special call to apply to ourselves the general obligation on all believers to carry the 

Gospel into all the world. Rather should we expect a special call to exempt us from its 

requirements. Essentially, a call to foreign service does not differ from a call to service 

elsewhere. 
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But is this general obligation sufficient to warrant our engaging in foreign service without 

a specific and definite call? It is clear that Paul had such a call. "He is a chosen vessel 

unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles ... for I will show him how great things he 

must suffer for my name's sake" (Acts 9:15, 16). And again: "He said unto me. Depart: 
for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles" (Acts 22:21). 

 

 Hudson Taylor, out of a wide experience, maintained: 
A missionary who is not clear on this point will at times be almost at the mercy of the 

great Enemy: when difficulties arise, when in danger or sickness, he will be tempted to 

raise the question which should have been settled before he left his native land: "Am I 

not in the wrong place?" 

 
It has been said that facts are the finger of God. and certain facts concerning work in the 

homeland might be God's finger of guidance. It is surely a reasonable presumption that if 

an area or community is adequately served with the Christian Gospel, the claims of that 

area should be secondary to those of an area inadequately served. This was one of the 

lessons taught by the Lord in the parable of the lost sheep and the ninety and nine safely 

in the fold.  
 

It is an undeniable fact that the homelands are far more adequately served than the 

mission fields.  

In America there is one minister to every 535 people, for example, while in India there is 

one to 101.000, and in South-east Asia there is one to 80.000. In the homelands, any 

seeking soul could, if he would, find the way of salvation. He could attend a church, listen 

to the radio, look at television, buy a Bible or Gospel book, accost a Christian and inquire 
the way of life.  

On the mission field it is far different. Millions are doomed to live without hope and die 

without Christ because they are pagans by necessity. They could not hear the Gospel if 

they would, because there is no one to tell them. The missionary force is totally 

inadequate to meet the needs of areas yet untouched. 

These indisputable facts pondered over may prove to be the finger of God in guidance. 

 

Ascertaining God's Will 
This is often a painful and heart-searching experience, mainly because most of us have 

an inner reluctance to do the will of God without reservation. Even godly Henry Martyn 
knew the poignancy of this struggle.  

"How much I have gone through during the last two or three years." he wrote, "to bring 

my mind to be willing to do the will of God when it should be revealed!" This is often 

the crucial point in guidance, and usually when it is safely past, the indication of 

the Divine will does not tarry. 

 

In reaching a final decision concerning a missionary call the following 
practical suggestions may be helpful: 
 

  Purposefully commit your way to the Lord, confident that He will bring it to pass 

(Psa. 37:5). Since "without faith it is impossible to please him ... he that cometh to God 

must believe that . . . he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Heb. 11:6). 
count upon the faithfulness of your heavenly Father to convey His will to you. 

 

  Do not wait lethargically for something to happen, but give yourself to positive 

preparation. A missionary on the eve of sailing recently testified that some years earlier, 

although she did not then have a missionary call, she purposely slanted her training in 

that direction in case the Lord should call her. And He did. 
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 Gather all the authentic information you can of mission fields, missionary societies, 

and types of work. God cannot guide us with our heads empty of the relevant facts. The 

call may come through the reading of a book or magazine, seeing a picture, conversation 

with a missionary, an address, or when we are alone in the place of prayer. 

 

 Squarely face the problems and difficulties of missionary work and count the very 

real cost involved. When one gets down to the prosaic grind of language study in a 

tropical climate in uncongenial conditions, any glamour attaching to overseas service 

quickly vanishes. 

 

 Consult two or three godly and well-informed people in whose judgment you have 

confidence. But do not allow them or even your own parents unduly to influence you. It is 

your own life which is involved, and the decision must be your own. 
 

 Obey every indication of the Divine will as it becomes clear to you. Obedience to 

light given results in the reception of further light. 

When the time for final decision comes, carefully write out the pros and cons in two 

columns. Trusting the Holy Spirit to guide your mental processes and to sway your will in 

the direction of the will of God, make your decision in the light of the information, advice, 

circumstances, light from the Scriptures, and the deepening inner conviction of the Holy 
Spirit. But do not act yet. 

 

 Subject your decision to the test of time. See if the conviction continues to deepen, 

and note whether the peace of God continues to pervade your heart. If so. conclude that 

the Lord is leading. 

When Paul "assuredly gathered" that the Lord was calling to Macedonia, the record runs 

"immediately we endeavored to go". Do likewise, and God will show you the next step. 

 

 As you move forward you can expect further assurance from the Scriptures and 

confirmation from the surrounding circumstances. Extraordinary confirmations are not 

necessary, though they are sometimes given. Having put your hand to the plough, 

resolutely refuse to turn back. Otherwise, our Lord says, you are "not fit for the kingdom 

of God". Never dig up in unbelief that which you have sown in faith. There is no need to 

review your guidance if you have acted in sincerity and in faith. 

 

 Beware of being sidetracked. The Adversary is likely to challenge your decision. 

Many have turned aside because of considerations of ambition or ease, and many more 

for reasons of matrimony or human affection. The Lord demands a supreme and over-

riding loyalty to Himself.  

 

"If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 

and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And 

whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me. cannot be my disciple. ... So 
likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 

disciple" (Luke 14:26. 27, 33). 

 


